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        ‘War on drugs’ has failed, decriminalize now – UK health experts

    

[image: ‘War on drugs’ has failed, decriminalize now – UK health experts]
[image: ‘War on drugs’ has failed, decriminalize now – UK health experts]

© Steve Dipaola  © Reuters


Britain’s two leading health bodies are calling for the personal possession and use of drugs to be decriminalized, arguing the ‘war on drugs’ has done more harm than good.
The Royal Society for Public Health and the Faculty of Public Health say drug misuse is a health issue, not one for the courts and prisons, where people are not being helped to kick their habit.
They say criminalizing users leads to long-term harm such as exposure to hard drugs in prison, the breakup of families and loss of employment, and deters them from seeking medical help.
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“We have taken the view that it is time for endorsing a different approach,” said Royal Society chief executive Shirley Cramer.
The society’s report published on Thursday, ‘Taking a New Line on Drugs,’ calls on MPs to change drug policy, arguing current laws are not working.
Under the proposal, people caught with drugs for personal use would be referred to a treatment or awareness program, not put in jail.
However, the society says drug dealers and producers should still be punished.
“We think people who are dealing drugs and the producers and suppliers absolutely should be prosecuted,” Cramer told the Guardian.
“But for people who have got a drug problem, why treat them differently from someone who has an alcohol problem or an obesity problem?”
The report also recommends more drug education in schools, saying it should be mandatory to teach children as young as five about drugs and addiction.
“Drugs education must be interactive and take an approach that focuses more broadly on developing resilience, self-efficacy, impulse control and life skills in relation to risk-taking behavior,” it says.
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The experts also want responsibility for drug policy to be moved from the Home Office to the Department of Health, to be aligned more closely with alcohol and tobacco strategies.
The society commissioned a poll of more than 2,000 UK adults and found more than half (56 percent) agreed that drug users in their local area ought to be referred for treatment rather than charged with a criminal offense. Fewer than a quarter (23 percent) disagreed.
Faculty president Professor John Middleton says it’s time to reframe the global approach to illicit drugs.
“The imbalance between criminal justice and health approaches to illicit drugs is counterproductive,” he told the Guardian.
“Criminalization and incarceration for minor, non-violent offenses worsen problems linked to illicit drug use, such as social inequality, violence and infection. Possession and use should be decriminalized and health approaches prioritized.”
A Home Office spokesperson told the newspaper: “The UK’s approach on drugs remains clear – we must prevent drug use in our communities and support people dependent on drugs through treatment and recovery.
“At the same time, we have to stop the supply of illegal drugs and tackle the organized crime behind the drugs trade.”
The spokesperson said there had been a drop in drug misuse over the last decade and more people are recovering from dependency now than in 2009/10.
The government’s new drug strategy is expected to be released after the EU referendum.


                    You can share this story on social media:
                


Follow RT on[image: RT]
[image: RT]



        


        
            





    
        
            
                
                    
                    [image: social]
                
            

        
  




        


        
            
    


        

        
            Mixi.Media News


        



        
            
                                
            

        


        
            Top stories
	[image: White House responds to Russia’s terror claims on Biden-linked firm]
[image: White House responds to Russia’s terror claims on Biden-linked firm]



                        White House responds to Russia’s terror claims on Biden-linked firm
                    
                            Moscow is probing claims that Ukraine’s Western backers could be involved in terrorist activities
                        


        Latest
    

        Top Stories
    


	[image: Russia launches terrorism probe into US and NATO officials]
[image: Russia launches terrorism probe into US and NATO officials]



                        Russia launches terrorism probe into US and NATO officials
                    

	[image: No mobilization under any circumstances – top Russian MP]
[image: No mobilization under any circumstances – top Russian MP]



                        No mobilization under any circumstances – top Russian MP
                    

	[image: AUKUS members consider security deal with Japan]
[image: AUKUS members consider security deal with Japan]



                        AUKUS members consider security deal with Japan
                    

	[image: Ukrainian Burisma company ‘vehicle to launder taxpayer money’ – lawyer to RT]
[image: Ukrainian Burisma company ‘vehicle to launder taxpayer money’ – lawyer to RT]



                        Ukrainian Burisma company ‘vehicle to launder taxpayer money’ – lawyer to RT
                    

	[image: Star wars coming – top US general]
[image: Star wars coming – top US general]



                        Star wars coming – top US general
                    

	[image: Hunter Biden-linked Ukrainian firm connected to terror attacks in Russia – Moscow]
[image: Hunter Biden-linked Ukrainian firm connected to terror attacks in Russia – Moscow]



                        Hunter Biden-linked Ukrainian firm connected to terror attacks in Russia – Moscow
                    

	[image: Türkiye launches trade war on Israel]
[image: Türkiye launches trade war on Israel]



                        Türkiye launches trade war on Israel
                    




        


        
  
      RT Features
  


  
      [image: The Modi factor: Tourists are flocking to Varanasi to witness the electoral battle]
[image: The Modi factor: Tourists are flocking to Varanasi to witness the electoral battle]




                The Modi factor: Tourists are flocking to Varanasi to witness the electoral battle
            FEATURE


[image: ‘This military protects us all’: Why some Arabs choose to serve in the IDF]
[image: ‘This military protects us all’: Why some Arabs choose to serve in the IDF]




                ‘This military protects us all’: Why some Arabs choose to serve in the IDF
            FEATURE


[image: ‘They stopped seeing us as human beings’: How Europe provoked a savage modern genocide in the heart of Africa]
[image: ‘They stopped seeing us as human beings’: How Europe provoked a savage modern genocide in the heart of Africa]




                ‘They stopped seeing us as human beings’: How Europe provoked a savage modern genocide in the heart of Africa
            FEATURE




  




        

                                

                            
                                







































        
        Top stories
	[image: White House responds to Russia’s terror claims on Biden-linked firm]
[image: White House responds to Russia’s terror claims on Biden-linked firm]



                        White House responds to Russia’s terror claims on Biden-linked firm
                    
                            Moscow is probing claims that Ukraine’s Western backers could be involved in terrorist activities
                        


        Latest
    

        Top Stories
    


	[image: Russia launches terrorism probe into US and NATO officials]
[image: Russia launches terrorism probe into US and NATO officials]



                        Russia launches terrorism probe into US and NATO officials
                    

	[image: No mobilization under any circumstances – top Russian MP]
[image: No mobilization under any circumstances – top Russian MP]



                        No mobilization under any circumstances – top Russian MP
                    

	[image: AUKUS members consider security deal with Japan]
[image: AUKUS members consider security deal with Japan]



                        AUKUS members consider security deal with Japan
                    

	[image: Ukrainian Burisma company ‘vehicle to launder taxpayer money’ – lawyer to RT]
[image: Ukrainian Burisma company ‘vehicle to launder taxpayer money’ – lawyer to RT]



                        Ukrainian Burisma company ‘vehicle to launder taxpayer money’ – lawyer to RT
                    

	[image: Star wars coming – top US general]
[image: Star wars coming – top US general]



                        Star wars coming – top US general
                    

	[image: Hunter Biden-linked Ukrainian firm connected to terror attacks in Russia – Moscow]
[image: Hunter Biden-linked Ukrainian firm connected to terror attacks in Russia – Moscow]



                        Hunter Biden-linked Ukrainian firm connected to terror attacks in Russia – Moscow
                    

	[image: Türkiye launches trade war on Israel]
[image: Türkiye launches trade war on Israel]



                        Türkiye launches trade war on Israel
                    




    





    



        





        
        Subscribe to RT newsletter to get news highlights of the day right in your mailbox



We offer you the possibility to receive RT's news highlights every Monday, Wednesday and Friday by email.
Subscribe


    





        
  
      RT Features
  


  
      [image: The Modi factor: Tourists are flocking to Varanasi to witness the electoral battle]
[image: The Modi factor: Tourists are flocking to Varanasi to witness the electoral battle]




                The Modi factor: Tourists are flocking to Varanasi to witness the electoral battle
            FEATURE


[image: ‘This military protects us all’: Why some Arabs choose to serve in the IDF]
[image: ‘This military protects us all’: Why some Arabs choose to serve in the IDF]




                ‘This military protects us all’: Why some Arabs choose to serve in the IDF
            FEATURE


[image: ‘They stopped seeing us as human beings’: How Europe provoked a savage modern genocide in the heart of Africa]
[image: ‘They stopped seeing us as human beings’: How Europe provoked a savage modern genocide in the heart of Africa]




                ‘They stopped seeing us as human beings’: How Europe provoked a savage modern genocide in the heart of Africa
            FEATURE




  







    
            
            
                
                    

                

            

        

    




        Podcasts
All podcasts





Unraveling the Burisma connection: From corruption to terrorism


0:00



27:2



















Informants vs whistleblowers


0:00



23:31























                            

                        
                    

                                    

            

            


            
            
                العربيةespрусdefrrs












RT News App






	News
	Russia & Former Soviet Union
	Business
	Africa
	India
	RT Features

	Analysis
	Opinion
	Entertainment
	Shows
	Projects

	Live
	Applications
	Where to watch
	Schedule
	Sponsored content

	Terms of Use
	Privacy policy
	About RT
	RT Promo: Hall of Fame
	Contact info
	Feedback & Complaints
	Vacancies




© Autonomous Nonprofit Organization “TV-Novosti”, 2005–2024. All rights reserved.





                                    This website uses cookies. Read RT Privacy policy to find out more.
Accept cookies

                
                            

        

        


         
         

        
  
  
  
  
                


Add to home screen










[image: Begin comScore Tag]
[image: ]
[image: ]






    

